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O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; Cast out our sin and enter in. Be born in us today.
Amen.
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

YOUR PRAYERS ARE
REQUESTED FOR

As we approach the season of Christmas, I take
this opportunity to wish all readers a very happy,
peaceful and contented Christmas, with God’s
blessings and every success in 2014. The original
Christmas centred around a family, the family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph and Christmas is always
seen as a family feast. It is a time when families like
to be together, to share and spend time together,
when all members of the extended family try to find
time to come together to recount their stories, their
achievements and disappointments. Christmas is
therefore a blessed time when families become
renewed, refreshed and revive the family bonds.

Those recently Baptised
Poppy Allam

Thomas Moloney

Dylan Anderson

Angelica Short

Caleigh Bethell
Oliver Cave
Ava Coetzee
Dexter Graham
Ethan Kearney
Donncha McKenna
Maximus Mitchell

Christmas however, can have a very empty ring if
we lose sight of the Family where it all began on
earth. At the heart of that Family is the baby Jesus.
In Jesus God came into the world as a human
being, to live a human life, to redeem and save
mankind, and to give us principles and values as to
how we should live our lives, and to give us an
example. We should take our lead from him and
follow his path, the path of love unlimited.

Those recently joined in
Holy Matrimony
Daniel Dugasse &
Sabrina Scarpone

Let us try and be in touch with what Christmas is
really about, it has become obscured by all the
hype and commercialisation. Many of us remember
the simpler Christmases of our youth. The true
meaning of Christmas is exemplified not by the
hype and the tinsel but by our kindness and love for
others. There are ample opportunities to do this at
Christmas, by making the season more enjoyable
for a lonely person or for someone less well-off
than ourselves.

Those who were recently Confirmed
Those children preparing for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion
And all those recently called home to Heaven

Monica Andrews

Sarah Jackson

Jack Britto

Helen O'Keefe

Kathleen Culleton

Let Christmas then be a special time not just for
enjoyment of the body, but for a strengthening of
our faith. Churches will be packed at Christmas,
this is an opportunity to welcome them warmly and
show that God’s Church is a place of love and
goodness, even if they haven’t been since the
previous year. Our blessings should infinitely
outweigh the negative things in our lives.

Brenda Gunn
Brenda was the Editor of Talkabout for over
twenty years from its first edition in June 1989
until she retired from the Talkabout team last
year. Brenda died at the end of November, quite
suddenly but very peacefully at home. After
many years of debilitating illness, she is now at
peace with the Lord. Brenda will be missed by
her husband, Peter, her children, grandchildren
and of course all who knew her in this parish and
further afield.

A happy, holy and blessed Christmas to all.
Canon Colm Acton

Grant them eternal rest, Lord,
and let perpetual light shine on them.
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ASK THE CLERGY
What is involved in becoming a Eucharistic Minister?
Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist

or someone delegated by him. At the ceremony a
certificate is issued giving authority for the person
to carry out their ministry.

On the 25th January 1973 Pope Paul VI issued an
Instruction “Imnensae Caritatis” which permitted
laymen and women to assist at the distribution of
Holy Communion. The purpose was to encourage
and strengthen devotion to the Eucharist. In order
to facilitate this, the Church, in situations where
there are large numbers for Holy Communion or
some other justifiable reasons, such as taking
communion to the sick, permits the use of
extraordinary ministers to assist the priest.

Extraordinary ministers renew their commitment
once a year in the parish.
Extraordinary ministers should endeavour to
attend all Eucharistic services in the parish, eg.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Hours,
Processions and Watching on Maundy Thursday.
They should try to attend the Day of Prayer and
Recollection organised by the parish during Lent.
Extraordinary Ministers can be very helpful in
schools, hospitals and prisons as well as taking
Holy Communion to the sick in their homes. It is
mostly at Mass that Extraordinary Ministers
practise their ministry, either helping with the
chalice, or distributing the Host, if there are not
sufficient clergy present. In St. John Fisher Parish
the extraordinary minister wears a cross on a
chord around their neck when exercising their
ministry. At the moment there are thirty eight
Extraordinary Ministers exercising their ministry in
this parish. Nowadays all Eucharistic Ministers
have to be checked with the Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) before they can be
commissioned.

The selection of persons for this Ministry is
primarily the responsibility of the parish clergy.
Those chosen should be exemplary in their living of
the Christian Life, have devotion to and reverence
for the Eucharist. When a person is chosen for this
Ministry, they go through a preparation both
spiritual and practical in the parish. They are
instructed in the importance of their role and
informed about all the details they need to know.
In the course of the year there are three or four
occasions, either in St. George’s Cathedral or
Aylesford Priory at which extraordinary ministers
are commissioned. This day is a day of special
preparation and prayer. The ceremony of
commissioning is usually carried out by the Bishop

Canon Colm Acton

If you have a question on our faith which you’d like answered in Talkabout by a member of our Clergy
please e-mail talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk or send it to the presbytery for the attention of ‘Talkabout’.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS
Q.

Who announced to Mary that she was
to give birth to Jesus?

A.

Angel Gabriella

Q.

How do we get to Heaven?

A.

Is there a lift?

Coffee, tea, squash &
biscuits are served in
the Hall after 9:30am
Mass each Sunday.
Everyone welcome!

Bidding Prayer:
We pray for those who are sick of this Parish.
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CYCLE OF PRAYER

BOOK REVIEW:
“WONDER” – by R.J. Palacio

What is the Cycle of Prayer?

ISBN 0552565970 £6.99

In the Cycle of Prayer, the liturgical year has been
divided into six periods. Please pray for the
intentions stated in the Cycle, not only on a
particular day, and not only at Mass, but throughout
the current period, especially in your own private
prayers. Praying for those intentions will, it is hoped,
become an important part of our

Winter Intentions:
Ordinary Time: Winter

Peace On Earth
Wonder is a thought-provoking book about
a 10 year old boy who has a facial
disfigurement. Protected by his parents, he
has been home schooled until his parents
decide August should join a regular school.
Understandably nervous August joins in
trepidation, and although a small handful
are kind, he is exposed to the harsh
judgments of the other children.

especially on the Day of Prayer for Peace
(2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Christian Unity
especially during the Octave of Prayer for
Christian Unity (18–25 January)

Victims of Human Trafficking
especially on feast of St Josephine Bakhita
(8 February)

The Sick

August is the central focus of the book, but
the story is told by a number of different
characters who share their insights about
how they perceive August. This story
reinforces that you should never judge a
book by its cover as August navigates his
way through all the usual challenges 10
year olds face but with the added pressure
of looking different to everyone else.

and Those Who Care for Them
especially on the World Day for the Sick
(11 February)

Students and Teachers
especially on the ecumenical Education Day
(February)

The Unemployed
especially on the Sunday before the
First Sunday of Lent

Lent

Candidates for the Sacraments

Although this is badged as a children’s
book I would recommend this book for
anyone of any age.

especially on the Sundays of Lent

Sophie Poole

The Needy and Hungry of the World
especially on Lent Fast Day
(Friday of the first week in Lent)

Women’s World Day of Prayer
(first Friday in March)

Penitents and Wanderers

www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/calendar/
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NEWS FROM THE

It has been an eventful term for Brownies this Autumn.
Activities have included a bat walk on the Common,
crafts, Scottish Country Dancing and a visit from the
Mayor of Merton. It was the 3rd Morden Brownies’ 60th
birthday in October and we celebrated with a
wonderful party attended by parents and former
brownies, leaders and Trefoil members. The Brownies
put on some excellent entertainment.
In half term we went on a pack holiday to Heyswood.
We had perfect weather and the girls spent much of
the weekend outside in the fresh air doing various
activities and crafts. There was a magical campfire
down in the woods on the Saturday night.
Sadly we say goodbye to Janet Swain as our assistant
leader. She has been a brilliant leader and we will all
miss her. Hopefully she will be persuaded to come on
the occasional trip and residential in the future. Helen
Deegan has very kindly agreed to become the new
assistant leader from January.
Through a rota of parent volunteers we meet the
adult:child ratio requirements but we are always
looking for new leaders, or people to come in and give
a talk/demonstration etc. Leaders don’t have to come
every week – even once a month or a couple of times
a term would be really helpful. We also have places
for young leaders (14+) to help with Brownies. It can
count as your service element of your Duke of
Edinburgh award.
Next year is the Brownies’ 100th Birthday so there will
be lots of events taking place throughout the year.
Eight of the girls are going to Butlins in Bognor in
January for a LaSER region weekend away. It should
be a brilliant experience for all attending.
Pip

WHAT CAN YOU SHARE
WITH THE BROWNIES?
Do you have a hobby, skill or interest that you
could share with the Brownies? We meet on
Monday nights from 5.30pm to 7pm. We’d love
you to come along and teach us something new!
Contact Pip on
07881 580 102 or
020 8417 1866 or
thirdmordenbrownies@yahoo.co.uk
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3 RD MORDEN
GIRL GUIDES
UPDATE

‘OVER 60s’
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Film Badge

On Saturday 7th December the parish hosted its
annual Christmas celebrations for over 100 elderly
parishioners.

This half term we have been continuing with our Film
Badge. We watched the film "High School Musical",
researched and made posters about some important
people who have been instrumental in the film industry
(including Charlie Chaplin, Shirley Temple and Walt
Disney). We are finishing the term by going to the
cinema to see the new Disney film "Frozen".

The day began with a special Mass attended by
over a hundred elderly parishioners together with
relatives and carers.
Everyone was then
welcomed into a beautifully festive parish hall with
either a glass or sherry or orange before sitting
down to a fabulous four course lunch.

Fun Activities

We were extremely lucky this year to have been
joined by some special guests - the Mayor of
Merton, Councillor Krystal Miller and her Consort
as well as Bishop Paul.

On Fireworks Night, we went outside with some
sparklers followed by mugs of steaming hot
chocolate. We have also had fun making Christmas
crafts (candle holders, peppermint creams and
pompom baubles) and playing lots of games including
charades, pictionary and general running about!

After lunch Mary Farrell led a wonderful sing-along, together with some solo performances from
parishioners. Gifts of toiletries, a calendar and a
chocolate bar were distributed to everyone, along
with a tasty mince pie and hot drink.

Help Needed!
Next half term we'll be going on a night hike as well as
starting a new badge. However, urgent help is needed
as the current leader, Cat, has just announced that
she will be leaving after February half term. Cat works
for Christian Aid in the communications team and her
job is going to involve a lot more international travel to
visit projects that Christian Aid support. This means
that she is no longer able to commit to being around
regularly on a Tuesday evening.

Everyone had a lovely time and were extremely
grateful to Sister Catherine and her team of
helpers, who all worked extremely hard ensuring
everyone had plenty to eat and drink! Thank you.

If no new leader is found, the unit will have to
close. If you, or someone you know, is interested
in taking the leadership of this group forward, please
contact Sally Holmes (Division Commissioner) by
emailing sallyholmes1@hotmail.com.
With thanks,
Cat

THE FENCE
There was a little boy with a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he lost his
temper, to hammer a nail in the back fence. The first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Then it gradually
dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence. Finally the
day came when the boy didn’t lose his temper at all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy
now pull out one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper.
The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his
son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, “You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence.
The fence will never be the same. When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a
knife in a man and draw it out. It won’t matter how many times you say I’m sorry, the wound is still there. A verbal
wound can be just as bad as a physical one.“
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ANGEL CROSSWORD &
NATIVITY CRAFT
Across

Down

2.

On the night Jesus was born, who announced the
good news to the shepherds? (5)

1.

5.

Which town did two angels tell Abraham would be
destroyed? (5)

Who dreamt of angels ascending and descending
a ladder stretched from earth into Heaven (Gen.
28:10-22)? (5)

3.

8.

Angels who watch over us from our conception are
called this? (8)

Which angel announced the birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:19)? (7)

4.

Which angels are associated with flame or fire? (8)

9.

Where was Joseph when an angel appeared telling
him to return to Israel (Matt. 2:19-20) ? (5)

6.

Which archangel appeared to Joan of Arc? (7)

7.

Who was freed from prison by an angel (Acts 12:310)? (5, 5)

12. Who was told by an angel to name Mary’s baby
Jesus (Matt. 1:18-25)? (6)

10. Who baptised an Ethiopian and then was taken by
an angel to another city to preach (Acts 8:25-40)?
(7)

14. Which archangel is known as the Archangel of
Knowledge and whose name means medicine of
God? (7)
15. What are evil angels called? (6)

11. A member of the second order of angels, often
represented in art by a winged child. (6)

16. After Jacob wrestled with an angel all night, the angel blessed him and changed his name to what? (6)

13. What person was described in the New Testament
as having the face of an angel (Acts 6:15)? (7)

17. What does the word angel mean? (9)
18. Another name for the devil - “lord of the flies” (9)
1
2

3

4
5

6

7
8

9

10
11

12

13

14
15
16

17

18

Nativity Craft Instructions

puppet so that it shows on both sides of
your finger.)

5 simple steps to make ten finger puppets - perfect
for telling the Christmas story:

3. Fold in half along the dotted line.

1. Colour in the little figures.

4. Sellotape the 2 long sides together to
leave the bottom open for a finger.

2. Cut out each character along the solid straight
lines. (There are 2 of each figure on each

5. Insert finger to make a puppet!

8

www.craftaholicsanonymous.net
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GOODBYE 2013
Many centuries ago, when the pope
decided that all the Jews had to leave
Rome, there was uproar from the Jewish
community. So the pope made a deal. He
would have a religious debate with a
member of the Jewish community. If the
Jews won, they could stay. If the pope
won, the Jews had to leave. The Jews
realized that they had no choice. The
problem was that no one wanted to face
the pope. The only volunteer was a poor,
simple old man named Moishe who
opened the door to the synagogue each
Friday night. Not being used to words,
Moishe asked for only one addition to the
debate - that neither side would be allowed
to talk.

The highlights of 2013 would have to include the
Women's World Day of Prayer, all activities
associated to the Year of Faith, the Deanery
Mission, days of renewal, gatherings of the
Ecclesial Movements and New Communities*
(attended by Archbishop Vincent Nichols and
Cardinal Cormac Murphy O'Connor), homilies,
talks and house blessings and masses
(celebrated by Canon Acton and Bishop Tripp).
Although it would be impossible to quote
speakers or authors and precise sayings, I do
hope to remember the following thoughts
gathered throughout the year, for a little while
longer:















It is never the wrong time to do the right
thing

The day of the debate came. Moishe and
the pope sat opposite each other. The
pope raised his hand and showed three
fingers, Moishe looked back at him and
raised one finger. The pope waved his
hand in a circle around his head. Moishe
pointed to the ground where he sat. The
pope pulled out a wafer and a glass of
wine. Moishe pulled out an apple.

Every minute spent in prayer is lifechanging
Holiness is not an option. Holiness is not
easy...

Jesus is sometimes knocking from the
inside - to be let out...
EVERY person we meet is an opportunity of
getting closer to God

The pope stood up and said, "I give up.
This man is too good. The Jews can stay.

I know I am endlessly, unconditionally,
unquestionably loved by God...

Later the pope explained what happened: 'I
held up three fingers to represent the
Trinity. He responded by holding up one
finger to remind me that we believe in the
same one God. Then I waved my hand
around my head to show that God was all
around us. He responded by pointing to the
ground to show that God was present right
here. I pulled out the bread and wine to
show that God had given us the Eucharist.
He pulled out an apple to remind me of
original sin. He had an answer for
everything. What could I do?"

Parish churches have to be today's village
wells
Don't forget that even if you win the rat
race, you are still a rat
If we want to see a miracle we have to "be
the miracle"
Thus have we made the world... thus have I
made it

Meanwhile, Moishe explained to the Jewish
scholars how he won. "Well," he said "First
the pope said that the Jews had three days
to get out of Rome. I told him that not one
of us was leaving. Then he told me that this
whole city would be cleared of Jews. I let
him know we were staying right here. "And
then what clinched the debate?" asked the
Rabbi. "I don't know" said Moishe. "This is
the strangest thing of all: he took out his
lunch, and I took out mine!"

Our lives have to be the stepping stones
leading someone to Heaven
Children need to be equipped to defend
their values and behaviour, because they
will be challenged in a way their parents
were not

The book entitled "Where the hell is God?" written
by Richard Leonard, SJ, also brought its own
wisdom and challenge as the following story
shows:

Baby Emmanuel is about to celebrate his first
birthday surrounded by his parents and extended
10

family... all eagerly watching his every step,
making sure he is safe, blissfully unaware of far
worse falls and hurts to come, listening carefully
to his first words, unaware of his future as a
public speaker.

Thank God for Christmas Day (any day) and for
His gift of Peace and Joy through Jesus. Praise
God for 2013 with its share of trials but
abundance of blessings, new lessons and new
friends.

I often marvel at the fact that with God being a
generous Father any day is Christmas Day for
someone somewhere round the world as they
meet Jesus for the first time or are given a
second chance. I was once asked how old Jesus
was when I first met Him and although my first
thought was that I had misheard or
misunderstood, it soon made sense.

"Now to Him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to His power that is
at work within us, to Him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen"
(Ephesians 3:20-21)

Was He in a manger and did I love Him as a
defenceless baby I wanted to take care of?
Was He the little boy who stayed behind in the
Temple, to his parents' anguish, reminding me of
my own terror when I had become separated
from my children in a crowd?

Josette Kisnorbo

* Sion Community, L'Arche, Ascent, Teams of Our

Lady, Jesus Youth, Mothers Prayers, St Egidio,
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Youth 2000, among
many others who also attended the Pentecost
Mass celebrated by Pope Francis in St Peter's
Square (event designed by Pope Benedict)

Or maybe He was the grown man cooking
breakfast for me by the Sea of Tiberia, or the
man who had whispered, in the raging storm,
"Courage. It is I. Do not be afraid"... ?
Was He dying on a cross, too young, too
innocent to die...?

CONFIRMATION 2013
Please pray for all those recently confirmed in the parish:
Luke Allam
Bradley Atuahene
Emil Belevich
Abigail Birgess
Ella Burke
Marcus Chavrimootoo
Julia Davison
Mia Dennis
Stewart Downey
Georgina Doyle
Jessica Duffy
Ellen Dunne
Kaitlin FitzpatrickSpacey
Eoin Ford
Hannah Forman
Isaac Francis
Kirsty Gaur
Luca Ginex
Oskar Gregorocyk
Gabriela Gregory
Sebastias
Celia Howard
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George Howard
Jessica James
Patrick Jennings
Hannah Kafunde
Patrick Laker
Niamh Lang
Jack Laventure
Hannah Levingston
David Lloyd-Nwosu
Rachel Maher
Matthew Marrett
Callum McCluskey
Niamh McGrory-Fisher
Katie McIlwraith
Aidy McLoughlin
Sean Meredith
Matthew Monk
Faye Morgan
Anthony Newman
Ruthie Nwosu
Anna O'Connor
Joe O'Grady
Hubert Ospelt

Imogen Paton
Emily Rajkomar
Nathan Rushmer
Charlotte Sheehan
Oliwia Stepier
Lucy Suton
Hubert Swider
Millie Tucker
Jo Van Alkins
Sofia Vaz
Laura Ventom
Mukaloy Zawadzei

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
7 T H MARCH 2014
The theme for the World Day of Prayer
2014 is “Streams in the Desert” - A
service written by Women in Egypt
The artwork, left, was created by
Farid Fadel

The symbol of the
Women's World Day of
Prayer was designed in
1982 for a service
prepared by women of
Ireland (north & south)
and was then adopted as
the International logo.
The design comprises arrows converging from the
four points of the compass, four figures kneeling in
prayer, the Celtic cross and a circle representing the
world and our unity through all our diversity.

Last March a number of parishioners enjoyed the
Women's World Day of Prayer service held at St. John
Fisher and written by our sisters in France.

We envisage a great wave of prayer, rising with the
sun over the island of Samoa and sweeping across
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the
Americas, coming to rest in American Samoa some 36
hours later. By then WWDP services will have been
celebrated in over 170 countries.

This service is written by a different country each year
and that country then becomes the focus of the
world's prayers on the day itself. The choice of country
and the topic is made years in advance, at present
services are planned up to 2021. When Egypt was
chosen as the country for 2014, no-one could have
anticipated the political situation in that country over
the last two years.

We invite you to join in prayer with people all over the
world:



The theme of the service is ‘Streams in the Desert’
and we are asked to reflect on our Christian role of
being a ‘stream in the desert’ for those who
experience spiritual ‘drought’. We believe that the
service from Egypt has universal appeal. One of the
oldest civilisations in the world, Egypt has long been
home to Coptic Christians. Since the uprising in 2011
there has been conflict between religious groupings.
Political change affects individual lives and we pray
with the women of Egypt for peace.



In the morning at St. John the Divine, High
Path, SW19 2JY at 10:30am
In the evening at Wimbledon Methodist Church,
Griffiths Road, SW19 1SP at 8:00pm

All are welcome to attend, men and women and
people of all ages.
Julie Sheahan
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THE ROMERO CROSS AND
MEMORIAL SERVICE
peppered with anecdotes about Romero from a close
associate.
He closed with a heartfelt wish for
Romero’s sainthood:
"In the course of history, three bishops have been
murdered in the temple. The first was the Bishop of
Krakow, Stanislaus. He was murdered for scolding the
Polish king for his sins, that is, for defending morality.
The second was the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Thomas Becket, who was murdered for defending the
Church´s rights and freedoms. And the third was
Archbishop Romero of San Salvador, who sought to
be faithful to the Gospel and to the teaching of the
Church. He was murdered for defending the poor. The
first two have been canonized. Perhaps one day, God
willing, Monseñor Oscar Romero will be canonized,
too. Amen."
I am sure many readers will remember, like me, their
horror when they heard in 1980 that Archbishop Oscar
Romero of San Salvador had been shot on the
sanctuary while celebrating Mass. Now, here in
Southwark, we have a special space in our Cathedral
to honour and remember him.

In the symbolic highlight of the evening, the
Ecumenical assembly, including canons wearing
ermine trimmed mozzettas, lit candles from the
Paschal Candle and circled the large, colourful cross
in the vaulted chapel of the great gothic cathedral.

On Thursday 19th September, several parishioners
attended an Ecumenical Service of Prayer presided at
by Archbishop Peter for the blessing and dedication of
the Romero Cross and Memorial at Saint George's
Cathedral.
The Cross was commissioned by The Archbishop
Romero Trust in conjunction with the Cathedral and
CAFOD. It contains two relics of Archbishop Romero,
who was martyred while celebrating Mass on 24th
March 1980 in the chapel of The Divine Providence
cancer hospital in San Salvador. The relics are a
piece of the blood-stained alb he was wearing at the
time and his skull-cap.

Artist Fernando Llort lights a candle

The Cross was designed and painted by the
renowned Salvadoran artist, Fernando Llort, who was
present at the ceremony along with the Salvadoran
Ambassador, Archbishop Romero's brother, Gaspar,
and members of the El Salvador and Spanishspeaking communities. Hymns at the service were in
English and Spanish.

Archbishop Smith sprinkled holy water and swung an
incense censer as he circled the Cross during the
blessing ceremony. As he did so, the words of
Ambassador Matías Romero seemed to frame the
scene.
Referring to Archbishop Romero, the
ambassador said, “He held us to a higher standard.
Now on his way to sainthood, the likeness of the Voice
of the Voiceless stands today in stone above the
entrance to Westminster Abbey, and his image
remains etched in our minds, his example undimmed.”

Mgr. Urioste, President of the Romero Foundation in
El Salvador, was the specially invited preacher at the
Liturgy, and he delivered a brief but poignant
homily presenting Romero as a man of God, a man of
the Church, and a man of the people. His words were

At the end of the Liturgy Canon John O'Toole gave a
moving tribute to Bishop Michael Evans who was a
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great supporter and trustee of the Archbishop Romero
Trust but who sadly died before the Romero Cross
Project was brought to completion.
After the
ceremony, members of the public filed past the Cross.
Following the Liturgy everyone was invited to a
reception generously hosted by the Salvadorean
Embassy where old friendships were renewed and
new friendships made. Romero Vive!

From Archbishop Romero Trust
www.romerotrust.org.uk

Canon John O'Toole with Fernando Llort

‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Twas the night before Christmas, when all through
the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St Nicholas came with a bound.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads.
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and
soot.
A bundle of Toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

His eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below.
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly!

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by
name!

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself!
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings, then turned with a jerk.
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose!

"Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and
Vixen!
On, Comet! On, Cupid! on, on Donner and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!"

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ‘ere he drove out of sight,
"Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!"

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of Toys, and St Nicholas too.

Clement Clark Moore
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JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP

St John Fisher Justice and Peace Group
invite you to a

Christmas Stamp Collection

PEACE VIGIL

Once again there will be a box at the
back of the church for your Christmas
stamps from 26th December. These
stamps are passed to the Jesuit
Missions Stamp Group who meet
monthly to sort the stamps. They are
then sold to a dealer and the proceeds
used to fund Jesuit Missions projects.
This raises a considerable sum for the
Missions.

on

Wednesday 1st January 2014
at 7.30 pm

Pray for Peace
in 2014
St John Fisher Church
207 Cannon Hill Lane
SW20 9DS
Please join us for mulled wine or coffee

HOMELESSNESS SUNDAY
&
POVERTY ACTION WEEK

after the service

At the end of January the Justice and Peace group will
hold their annual collection for the homeless and needy.
At present more people than ever are being fed by
charities. They would welcome:

CARING FOR OUR
ENVIRONMENT

Long grain rice. Pasta,
Tinned
vegetables
especially tomatoes &
sweetcorn, Pasta sauce,
Tinned tuna, Tinned fruit,
Cereals, Sweet biscuits,
Lunch-box items, Sugar,
Hot
chocolate,
Tea,
Coffee,
Jam/chocolate
spread

Suggested Ethical Activities for the
new year
December - Save stamps
Missions

Tins with ring pulls are especially welcome.

for

Jesuit

January -

Wear more layers rather than
turn up the thermostat

February -

Always turn off the stand-by
switch

March -

Dig in your potatoes

These suggestions are put forward by the

Also very useful are: Washing powder/liquid,
washing up liquid, toilet rolls, kitchen rolls, soap, all
baby products

St. John Fisher
Justice & Peace Group
www.sjf-justiceandpeace.org.uk

Less easy to distribute are: Tinned pulses, tinned
meats, curry sauces, pesto

Please send any suggestions
for Ethical Actions to

The date will be confirmed in the weekly
Fisherman’s Herald newsletter.

beryl.shannon@gmail.com
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ALLIANCE OF PRO-LIFE STUDENTS
Resume of the talk given to the Wimbledon & District LIFE Group AGM in
October by Eve Farren, Executive Director of the Alliance of Pro-Life Students

The student life cycle is transient

Eve began by explaining that
the purpose for which this new
Alliance has been set up, is to
build, support and connect prolife students at universities
across Great Britain.

The Alliance of Pro-Life students intends to overcome
the first obstacle. Eve acknowledges the enormous
debt of gratitude they owe to LIFE. In the first place,
Jack and Nuala Scarisbrick received a group of
students, including Eve, in their own home, and gave
them a lot of help in the initial stages. Eve is a
graduate, and works full time for APS. For some time,
she was permitted to use a room at Goodwin’s Court
as her office. There is a team of volunteers in London
& elsewhere. The big advantage of being online is that
there has been a huge surge in the number of student
pro-lifers, and it’s easy to keep in touch with them.

She told her own story, which began when she first
went to Bristol University. She admits to not having
known anything about pro-life issues, or even thought
about them seriously. Her introduction to the cause
was when she accepted the invitation to join a group
of students to go to a pro-life conference. She thought
it would be fun. However, as she listened to various
speakers, she began to realise that the campaign
against abortion and for the pro-life cause, was
possibly the most important of all campaigns. She
returned from that conference, wanting to do
something positive on the university campus at Bristol.

Eve outlined the achievements of this new
organisation in its first year. It makes impressive
reading. First of all, they made a short film. Then they
held two launch events, one in Scotland, and one in
London. I attended the London launch, held in a smart
hotel. It was a strange feeling to be at a pro-life event
at which the majority of the audience was made up of
young people. It made us oldies feel confident that our
precious cause was at last in firm hands, and that the
struggle for the right to life of the unborn would
continue when we could no longer help.

Eve described how at the Bristol Freshers’ Fair there
were BPAS adverts everywhere. In 2012, there were
73,055 abortions among the 18 – 25 year old age
group, so it is definitely the students who need to be
targeted. But, she said, there were three big obstacles
which had to be overcome:
1. Firstly, the life cycle of a student pro-life group
is transient – when students leave, the group
folds.

Eight new student groups have been formed. For
those of us in Wimbledon & District, the good news is
that a student at Roehampton University is hoping to
form a pro-life group, and she is already in touch with
APS, who will give her all the advice and help she
needs. APS are giving leadership training in Scotland,

2. Secondly, the debate gets closed down.
3. Thirdly, students have a poor image of prolifers.
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Wales and elsewhere. They are putting together a
handbook, and creating a new website with links to
groups. Student pro-lifers are recommended to get in
touch with their local LIFE Groups. They are hoping to
organise an apprenticeship (internship) scheme.
Student pro-lifers are invited to the Houses of
Parliament on November 5th, where they can meet
with Lord David Alton, Fiona Bruce, and other
members of the All Party Parliamentary Pro-life
Group.

At University College, London, a ruling was made that
whenever a pro-life speaker was invited, there must
also be a pro-choice presence in the audience. As
Eve maintained, this is a ridiculous notion. If the
Vegetarian Society invites a speaker, would they insist
on meat-eaters being present?
Neil Addison, a lawyer from the Thomas More Legal
Centre, has been helping the new Pro-life Groups,
and has discovered a legal loophole in these
ridiculous Student Union decisions.

Plans are in hand to create a range of talks, and to
organise workshops. By 2014, they would like to see
20 university pro-life groups.

Stereotype of pro-lifers.
Most undergraduates regard pro-lifers as religious,
judgemental bigots, probably closely connected with
the Christian Union.

The shutting down of debate





Student Unions tend to be pro-choice unions.

In fact, the new Alliance of Pro-Life Students is open
to all faiths and none, as is the national charity LIFE.

We have already heard about the presence of
BPAS at Freshers’ Fairs.

Interestingly, in the recent “Forty days for Life”
campaign, a woman revealed herself as a ‘pagan for
life’. She had made no secret of this, but said she had
felt very welcome among campaigners of various
faiths.

At Oxford University Freshers’ Fair, pro-lifers
were stopped handing out leaflets.

Then Eve quoted the philosopher Jacques Derrida,
who spoke about students, saying that they must:

Eve finished by asking us to tell people about the new
‘Alliance of Pro-Life Students’.

“Search for the sake of searching,
Try for the sake of trying.”

To set them on a firm financial footing, they are
seeking 500 people to pledge £5 a month.

Pro-life groups at University need to get themselves
into the spotlight. Eve said that in her own case, it was
the pro-choice brigade who spurred them on. One of
the first things her pro-life group did was to contact
and befriend student parents and parents-to-be.
Research has shown that pregnant students can feel
very lonely, as few support their decision to keep the
baby. It is important to build bridges.

As she rightly said, universities are training a
generation of future lawyers, doctors, politicians,
artists, teachers and parents. We need all these
professions to support the value and dignity of human
life. Our national culture is shaped among students,
and APS is on the front line, bringing the pro-life
message.

UNUSUAL EXAM ANSWERS!
How does Romeo’s character develop throughout

Name six animal which live specifically

the play?

in the Artic.

It doesn’t, it’s just self, self, self all the way through.

Two polar bears
Three Four Seals

What was Sir Walter Raleigh famous for?
He is a noted figure in history because he invented

What happens during puberty to a boy?

cigarettes and started a craze for Bicycles.

He says goodbye to his childhood enters
adultery.

What did Mahatma Gandhi and Genghis Khan
have in common?

State 3 drawbacks of hedgerow removal
Unusual names

Name one of the Roman’s greatest achievements.
Learning to speak Latin
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1.

All the cows will escape

2.

The cars drive into the fields

3.

There is no where to hide.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT IN THIS WINTRY MONTH!!
Christmas Lunch on Jesus

A story is told about an incident that happened during
the thirties in New York, on one of the coldest days of
the year. The world was in the grip of the Great
Depression, and all over the city, the poor were close
to starvation. It happened that the judge was sitting
on the bench that day, hearing a complaint against a
woman who was charged with stealing a loaf of bread.
She pleaded that her daughter was sick, and her
grandchildren were starving, because their father had
abandoned the family. But the shopkeeper, whose loaf
had been stolen, refused to drop the charge. He
insisted that an example be made of the poor old
woman, as a deterrent to others.

Pastor Ioannis Dekas of Doxa Deo Church
introduced us to their project entitled "Christmas Lunch
on Jesus". Coming from South Africa where poverty
may be more obvious, Pastor Ioannis and his wife
were shocked to discover that here in Merton there
were families who were not able to enjoy any kind of
Christmas dinner. They approached Merton Council
for suggestions of fifty families in the borough who
would benefit from a Christmas Hamper then invited
their congregation to donate £25 per hamper. They
were overwhelmed by the generosity of the response
and were able to purchase 290 hampers, each to a
value of £60 - £70, containing a large frozen turkey,
fresh vegetables, mince pies etc. Merton Council had
no problem furnishing them with additional families
who would not otherwise have a special meal.

The judge sighed. He was almost
reluctant to pass judgment on the
woman, yet he had no alternative.
"I'm sorry," he turned to her, "But I
can't make any exceptions. The
law is the law. I sentence you to a
fine of ten dollars, and if you can't
pay I must send you to jail for ten
days."

Many parents who cannot afford to give their children
a Christmas meal suffer from low self esteem; they
feel they are unworthy parents. This they are not; one
of the recipients was a young mother, recently
widowed and looking after a sick child. Receiving a
hamper which gives them all several days' good food
makes them all feel honoured and valued.

The woman was heartbroken, but even as he was
passing sentence, the judge was reaching into his
pocket for the money to pay off the ten-dollar fine. He
took off his hat, tossed the ten-dollar bill into it, and
then addressed the crowd: "I am also going to impose
a fine of fifty cents on every person here present in
this courtroom, for living in a town where a person has
to steal bread to save her grandchildren from
starvation. Please collect the fines, Mr. Bailiff, in this
hat, and pass them across to the defendant."
And so the accused went home that day from the
courtroom with forty-seven dollars and fifty cents —
fifty cents of which had been paid by the shame-faced
grocery store keeper who had brought the charge
against her. And as she left the courtroom, the
gathering of petty criminals and New York policemen
gave the judge a standing ovation.

This year the London Festival Orchestra are putting on
a special fundraiser The Merton Messiah with all
proceeds going to Christmas Lunch on Jesus. The
aim is to distribute 500 hampers this year to hungry
Merton families. The pastor's dream would be to see
Christmas Lunch on Jesus in every London borough.

James N. McCutcheon
Source: “100 Wisdom Stories from Around
the World” by Margaret Silf

www.christmaslunchonjesus.com

Food for Families in Need – Three
Responses to Hunger in Merton
The recent Christian Care AGM was followed by a
forum introducing those present to three organisations
working to tackle the hunger in Merton.
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Wimbledon Foodbank

Christian Care Family Support

Pastor Marcus Bennett of
Elim Pentecostal Church
began by saying he was
"delighted to be involved
but horrified we have to."
He explained that the
Wimbledon Foodbank was
more a 'safety net' providing emergency food parcels
to those experiencing delays in receiving benefit, for
example a young mother-to-be whose Jobseekers'
Allowance had been stopped but who had yet to
receive Maternity Benefit.

Gillian Thick explained that Christian Care Family
Support offered a more regular service aiming to give
their families 'food security'. Some of the families are
awaiting immigration decisions and are not entitled to
any benefits. As clients cannot afford buses, food
parcels are delivered to them on a fortnightly basis.
The parcels are tailored to the individual family needs
with rice, tinned tomatoes and sweetcorn, drinking
chocolate and items for pack lunches among the most
sought after items. They also provide nappies and
baby toiletries where needed. Christian Care receive
donations primarily from Churches, but also schools
and individuals. Nine churches donated their Harvest
collections, while Churches Together in Merton Park
take it in turns to hold a monthly collection. They
would welcome a coordinator (or two) and more
volunteers to shop for them. (Please see their advert
on page 28 of Talkabout.)

People are referred to them by a wide range of service
providers including social services, who give them a
token which they can exchange at the Foodbank.
When they come to the Foodbank they are offered a
cup of tea by a volunteer who chats and tries to make
them feel more hopeful. They are then provided with
a three day emergency food parcel to keep them
going. They are only entitled to three such emergency
parcels in six months. Nonetheless the Foodbank
gave away 2 ¼ tons of food in 2012 to 250 people and
expect the amount this year to be more than double
that. Recently they have opened a second distribution
base in Pollards Hill which received 16 clients on the
very first day. They hope to open more distribution
centres, always in churches, as bus fares are a
problem for many of their clients. Contrary to popular
belief, the Foodbank do not receive surplus food from
supermarkets, they are funded entirely by grants and
donations from individuals and church communities.
They would welcome volunteers to sort donations and
make tea.

All three speakers expressed their gratitude for the fact
that Church communities in Merton work so well
together and are well supported by the Council and
Police. It is horrifying that here in our neighbourhood
children are being diagnosed as malnourished and
parents go without. All feel that it is important that we
hear their stories.
The Justice and Peace group will be holding the
annual collection for Homelessness Sunday and
Poverty action Week at the end of January. Food
collected here goes to families known to the SVP and
Christian Care as well as to Faith in Action drop in
centre for the Homeless and Wimbledon Foodbank.

http://wimbledon.foodbank.org.uk/

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This year the parents, staff and girls of The Ursuline
Preparatory School Wimbledon took part in Operation
Christmas Child. It is the world’s largest children’s
Christmas project, run by the Christian relief and
development organisation Samaritan’s Purse. As you
can see from the photo many families created a box
Christmas gift. Each box contains a variety of items
that will be, not only fun, but very useful to a child less
fortunate than our own.
Anne Farnish, the Headmistress said, “We are
overwhelmed by the generosity of our families and
community. Many thanks to everyone”.
Visit www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk to discover how you could participate next year!
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

St John Fisher PTFA

A very special Christmas Parish Get-together – big
date for all our diaries!

A BIG Thank You!

Our dedicated and committed 9:30 Mass band, have
planned a wonderful Parish party and get together for
the day after Boxing Day – 27th December.

St John Fisher Parent, Teacher & Friends
Association put on the biggest and most
spectacular Christmas Fair to date. Santa came to
visit many children, and there was even snow!!

What it’s all about:

We had a Christmas Market in marquees outside,
filled with festive stall holders along with our very
own Christmas Market - full of home/hand made
goods from many mums within our school.

This is a ticket only event and will help raise money for
local cancer charities including Marie Curie Cancer
Care and St Raphael’s Hospice. Many of our families
and friends have used the services of both of these
organisations - and their care and support is of such
enormous value, at some of the most difficult times in
our lives, this evening will provide a great way of
raising some funds that will be so very much needed
and appreciated.

Everything went fantastically and, although final
numbers are to be confirmed, we are very proud to
say our profits are well over £5,000 - which is by far
our most successful to date.
Many thanks to all parents, and companies who
contributed to make our fair so special.
St John
Fisher PTFA would like to wish all the parishioners
a very happy & peaceful Christmas.

What to do and bring:
Bring your own food and drink, although there will be a
bar available to purchase more. The most important
thing is that this is the perfect post-Christmas event for
the Parish to get together, eat up the left overs and
polish of the dregs in that sherry bottle while dancing
and enjoying the highlight of the evening – a
wonderful 17 piece band.

www.st-johnfisherpta.org

St John Fisher

Christmas Special

DON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR TICKETS - Available
from the 9:30 band members.

The Entertainment:

Friday 27th December
7.30 - 11.30 pm

42nd Street will be your entertainment for the evening.
They are a wonderful 17 piece dance band and play
dance numbers from the 20’s right the way up to
modern times. So why not bring out your visiting
relatives (who will definitely be tired of the tele and
charades by 27th December), and bring them to the
Church Hall to enjoy the sound of this wonderful band
and cut a few shapes on the dance floor.

in the Parish Hall
Dancing to ‘42nd Street’ Big Band
(Roaring 20s, 50s swing through to
90s Rock & Pop)

Bring your own Food & Drinks

Remember:

Small Bar

You can’t pay on the door and tickets will be going like
hot cakes, so if you haven’t got them already make
sure you pick up a few from the 9:30 band.

Tickets

£7 Adult

£2 Children

Marion & Stefan Szuman 020 8542 4958
All proceeds to

We look forward to seeing many of you there –
don’t forget those turkey legs!!
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A-Z OF AILMENTS
If you have health problems ... a helpful guide to patron saints to find a mediator
for prayers of thanks or petition.

L

for his insight. A noted spiritual director, his work
included a convent where his widowed mother and
sisters were all nuns. St Clarus was also known for his
profound understanding of theology, with a teaching
style that made it clear to any student. His feast day is
1st January.

ameness ~ St Giles was an eighth century

English forest hermit who was unfortunately
wounded with an arrow while protecting an
motherless hind he had been raising. The king was so
touched
by
his
compassion that St
Giles was appointed
as
one
of
his
advisors. He is also
the patron saint of
hermits, woods and

O

family wanted him to be a great nobleman,
but instead he became a poor Franciscan. A
gifted speaker, he attracted crowds everywhere he
went, speaking in multiple tongues; legend says that
even the fish loved to listen. One source of another
well-known patronage, for the recovery of lost objects,
comes from a legend that, long after Anthony’s death,
his old prayer book was kept as a treasured relic, and
one day it disappeared. People prayed for help in
finding the lost item, a novice found it and returned it;
he later admitted that he had “borrowed” the book and
returned it after receiving a vision of an angry Anthony.
His feast day is 13th June.

beggars. His feast
day is 1st September.

M

orning Sickness ~ St Gerard Majella

is the patron saint of expectant mothers
and childbirth - so appropriate for inclusion
in the Christmas edition of Talkabout! He was an
Italian lay brother who was a healer and prophet
(1726-1755). His mother boasted that he was “born
for Heaven” which may explain his patronage. His
feast day is 16th October.

N

ld age~ St Anthony of Padua’s wealthy

Continued in the next edition
of Talkabout

ear Sightedness ~ St Clarus was a
seventh century French Benedictine monk.
Clarus means “brightness”, a name given
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM
Balaam

by kings to look into the future. The stars in the
heavens were mapped out into constellations, and the
journeys of the planets carefully observed. Every
planet had a name, and a further description such as
Mars, the god of war. This was also the case with the
constellations and numerous stars. This precludes the
Magi from being Jewish, for Jews had a ban on the
practice of astrology.

About 3,500 years ago, the Israelites, no longer a
pathetic nation, were escaping from the 40 years
wandering in the desert and beginning to move into
the ‘Promised Land’. They overcame all who opposed
them. Balek, king of Moab, alarmed at the situation,
sent messengers to Balaam, a soothsayer, renowned
for his ability to ‘bless’ or ‘curse’, and hire him to
curse the Israelites, who were encamped on the east
side of the river Jordan. Through the intervention of
God, Balaam blessed the Israelites rather than cursing
them (Num. 22-24). In Chapter 24:17 we read the
famous prophecy which caused the Magi, about 1,500
years later, to journey many miles to find the ‘King of
the Jews:

The Star
The prophecy of Balaam has been the subject of
controversy and fascination even up to today. In his
book ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ Pope Benedict XVI includes
the narrative of the wise men’s visit to find the King of
the Jews. He also discusses the star, giving his
opinion, and that of other exegetes (Biblical experts)
of what they considered the star actually was.
Rudulph Pesch, another exegete, proposes that a
theological narrative should not be confused with
astronomy quoting St John Chrysostom (347-407)
who suggested that the star was not a star at all, but
some invisible power transformed into this
appearance. He also said that the star was not of the
common sort. Again the book turns to Ignatius of
Antioch (c. 100AD) who says in his writings that the
sun and moon danced around the star, underlining a
miraculous nature. It also quotes from an Epiphany
hymn, which states that the star outshone the sun in
beauty and brilliance.

I shall see him, but not now;
I shall behold him, but not near,
A star shall rise out of Jacob,
And a sceptre shall spring up from Israel.
This is the only mention of a star, in relation to the
Messiah, in the Old Testament. Psalm 71 and Isaiah
60, forecast the visitation of the Magi, or kings from
afar, but do not refer to the star.
It has been taken for granted by generations of
Christians that the star the Magi sought and the star
quoted in the blessing were one and the same. Early
Christian art in the catacombs shows Balaam standing
by the manger pointing to his star.

Pope Benedict also wrote that Johannes Kepler
suggested that a conjunction of planets around 7BC
and a supernova might explain the phenomenon of
the bright star of Bethlehem in astronomical terms.
The story of Kepler is interesting. In 1603 he observed
through his rudimentary telescope a conjunction of the
planets Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of
Pisces. In a conjunction, two or more planets
converge to give the appearance of one body relative
to the Earth. In astrology, Jupiter was considered to
be ‘the planet of the kings’ and Saturn ‘a protector of
the Jews’. Pisces is the constellation of the nation of
Israel. Kepler remembered that he had read
something by a Jewish writer, Abravanel (1437-1508)
saying that a conjunction such as this indicated the
coming of a Messiah, and suggested that this was the
star of Bethlehem. His theory was rejected, but was
reexamined in 1925 following the discovery of clay
tablets confirming the conjunction. It appears that this
was not just a conjunction but a triple conjunction,
where the planets appear to come together on three
occasions in a single year.

Irenaeus (203AD), bishop of Lyons, always referred to
the staf of Bethlehem as ‘the star Balaam prophesied’,
and St Gregory,(372 AD) bishop of Nyssa in Turkey,
spoke of the Magi as ‘Balaam’s descendants’. My old
Douay-Rheims bible emphasises the phrase ‘A star
shall rise’, and makes a cross reference to Matt2.2.
Various medieval legends recount that the Magi
belonged to a circle of astrologers who kept vigil
through the years waiting for the star foretold by
Balaam.
In 1967 an ancient text was found at Dier Alla, Jordan,
in the rubble of an earthquake, it told of a prophet
named Balaam. He is referred to as Balaam son of
Beor (as in the Bible). It is quite probable that they are
one and the same person.
Very little is known about the Magi. We read that they
came from ‘the East’ and it appears reasonable to
assume that they were from Persia (Iran). It is virtually
certain that they were astrologers. Astrology played an
important part in people’s lives. They were employed
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It is contended by some writers that this was the star,
especially as it is said that the third conjunction
appeared in the southern sky and Bethlehem is just
south of Jerusalem. However, why would the Magi,
who were very competent in star recognition, call what
they saw a star when it was two planets albeit very
close to each other.




In 6BC there was a ‘massing’ of Jupiter (Royalty or
kings), Mars (war or danger), Saturn (Protector of the
Jews) and the moon. All of this was in the
constellation Pisces (Nation of Israel). (A ‘massing’ is
a coming together of a number of planets into a
group.)

4BC (possibly 5BC) a ‘nova’ seen in the East
The Magi must have been reasonably sure that
they had seen the Balaam star and set off for
Jerusalem to obtain more information
Jesus is thought to have been born in 4 or 5BC
It is interesting to note that throughout the Gentile
world there was expectation that something big
was about to happen, especially in astrological
circles

The Star at Bethlehem
Collating all the information together, the Magi
decided that they must journey to Jerusalem because
everything pointed to Israel. Matthew writes that some
wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is
the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his
star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’
They were told that the child would be born in
Bethlehem.

The invention of the computer has made it easier to
construct a picture of the heavens as they were in
Biblical times, and numerous writers and interested
parties have collated material concerning the
astronomical events and astrological meanings of
these events. The Magi would have been conversant
with all these happenings and they too were building
up their picture of things to come. We know that the
Magi were not aware of all the prophecies relating to
the Messiah, which is why they did not go straight to
Bethlehem, However they must have been acquainted
with the words of Daniel, who lived in Babylon for a
while, and his ‘70 week’ prophecy concerning, among
other things, part so the life of Christ. I have always
thought the Holy Simeon (Luke 2:25) having read this,
was convinced that the time was right for him to see
the Messiah. Everything now pointed to a great
happening about to occur in Israel, but there was one
thing missing. ‘The star of Balaam’.

After the interview with Herod, the Magi set forth
again, on the six mile journey. This would be in the
early morning before daybreak. In Matthew 2 we read
‘And there in font of them was the star they had seen
rising’. Looking form Jerusalem towards Bethlehem
we are facing approximately south. If the star the Magi
had seen rising was in the east, how could this one be
the same star? By virtue of the earth’s rotation, its
movement around the sun, and its inclination of about
23 degrees, the star would appear to move forward a
little each day until after a period of time it will be
visible when facing south. This is called Diurnal or
Equatorial motion. The nearer the equator the more
pronounced is the motion. So the Magi could have
seen the star rising in the east and set off for
Jerusalem. But the time they arrived the star would be
over Bethlehem. The Magi would have set off for
Bethlehem very early in the morning and the star was
setting in the west, so presumably when it was first
seen, it was rising. This means the star was a day
star, which explains why it was said by some to have
disappeared. If the star had appeared in March their

AT LAST THE STAR
In ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ it is pointed out that Friedrich
Wieseler referred to some Chinese records which said
that in 4BC ‘A bright star appeared and was visible for
quite a long time’. It has been suggested that this
might have been a comet, a supernova or a nova. If
this was the star the Magi were looking for, we can
rule out the comet as they are relatively common and
would be well known to them. Science has also ruled
out the supernova which would have left a radio
source and a visible remnant of the explosion. We are
left with the nova. A nova has a life of about 100 days,
plenty of time for the Magi’s caravan to travel from
Persia to Jerusalem, and thence to Bethlehem. If we
look back from the sighting of the nava, to the other
events, I think we can see that it is a fair assumption
that this was Balaam’s star. To recapitulate:




Prophecy of Daniel giving a possible time

7BC a triple conjunction in Pisces pointing to Israel
6BC a ‘massing’ in Pisces again pointing ot Israel
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caravan could have travelled by day without being too
uncomfortable in the heat. It is important to note that
Matthew had written ‘the star they had seen rising’ not a planet of a constellation. Matthew then continues
‘it went forward, and halted over the place where the
child was.’

Magi had the same experience, but this time it was
their star, which would have been quite impressive if it
was an exploding nova, over the place where the child
was. Matthew tells us ‘The sight of the star filled them
with delight, and going into the house they saw the
child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees
they did him homage’.

The Last 6 Miles

This I believe was the culmination of the prophecy and
search which started some 1,500 years previously. I
do not consider the star, or its actions, to be
miraculous, but I have always thought that the timing
of the actions were. The nova exploded at exactly the
right time for its light to be seen rising in the east. It
arrived at Bethlehem just as the Magi were setting out
from Jerusalem. It began to set so that the Magi, the
star and the house were in direct line of sight, giving
the impression that the star had ‘halted over the place
where the child was’. Most wonderful and miraculous
of all, however, was the fact that the star guided the
Magi, and thereby the whole Gentile world, to meet
their Lord and God. From thence they would not
require astrology in their search for God, for as Jesus
so famously said to Thomas ‘I am the Way!’.
P. W. McVey

When I was in Egypt during my days in the army, I
remember sitting in the NAAFFI, drinking a coffee and
watching the setting sun across the desert. It is
amazing but you can actually see the sun move as it
disappears into the sand. The region around
Bethlehem is very hilly and a little rugged, and the
road was probably rather twisty. Also Bethlehem at
about 2,500 feet is a littler higher than Jerusalem. I
suspect that those in the moving caravan would see
the star and then lose it behind a hill and then see it
again and so on. The nova was in the throes of ending
its short but eventful life. It may have exploded a
second time, as they sometimes do. I was once
driving in the Downs in the early morning, going up an
incline. The sun was rising behind the hill and I was
suddenly almost blinded by the light as it rose. The

The mark of excellent care

Caremark is coming in the
New Year to Merton
What we offer:








Personal care
Support with daily routines
Prompting with medication
Habito (live-in care)
Companionship & participation in hobbies
Socialising & leisure activities
Support for young people too:

Support in school/college work

Sleep monitoring

Being a ‘buddy’

Offers are endless for people in the
Merton Community

Contact Us:
www.caremark.co.uk

merton@caremark.co.uk

Office Telephone:
020 8687 6633
Evelyn Chiejina (Franchisee): 0782 567 170
Roy Edwards (Care Manager): 0203 582 4377
Address:

Suite 301, 3rd Floor Peel House
32-44 London Road, Morden SM4 5BT



We enable our customers to remain living in
the comfort of their own homes.



We help our customers to live happy, fulfilled
lives as independently as possible.



Our carers are fully qualified and trained
and we are CQC and RQIA regulated.



The Caremark brand is recognised and
respected throughout the UK care industry.
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ALTAR SERVERS

Since September, ten youngsters have been in the
Church every Thursday evening, training to become
Altar Servers. In their own words this is why they
want to serve:

“To come closer to God and
serve in His house”
~ Niamh McGory-Fisher

“I would like to be an Altar Server
because I don’t go to St. John
Fisher School anymore and I want
to be a nicer person” ~ Rory Curtis

“I want to be an Altar Server because I want to
become closer to God. Also, I would like to go
to the Church from a different point of view. I
want to help Canon Acton and the other Priests
at Mass” ~ Joe Scrivener

“I want to be a Server because then I can get
closer to God and Jesus” ~ Sean Curtis

“I want to be an Altar Server to get closer to
Our Lord. I also want to be an Altar Server
because I am a Catholic and love Our Lord
and it’s a sign of respect” ~ Honey Pyle

“I want to be an Altar Server
because I want to be closer to God.
I also want to be an Altar Server to
know Jesus better”
~ Allan Kabanda

This Boxing Day, the feast of St. Stephen, we will
have thirteen Servers to receive their medals and
become members of The Guild of St. Stephen.

“I would like to be an Altar Server because
it would bring me closer to God and I
would be able to help the Parish which
would be a joy”

They are:

~ Daisy Eaden

“‘I would like to help the Parish and
God. I love going to Mass”
~ Callum Laker

Aine Chaloner-Fenly

Robert Ojeda-Sierra

Hugh Liddy

Alexander Ojeda-Sierra

Kavinash Mautadin

Sonny Pyle

Jack McGing

Manny Pyle

Aine Mooney

Nathan Sheehy

Elizabeth Nwobu

Joseph Walsh

Amelia Newman

“I want to be an Altar Server because I want to
be more holy and to help the Parish and take
part in more stuff” ~ Aidan Mulholland

In addition sisters Davina and Devona Rajasooriyer
will receive certificates for being members of the Guild
for 5 years.
Congratulations to all these
Servers. St Stephen pray for
them.

‘I want to be an Altar Server
because I want to support the
Church and be closer to God. I think
I can listen carefully and do my job
well” ~ Connor O’Keefe

Robert Roy
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Liturgical Calendar for 2013/14
Calendar of Feasts and Fasts:
The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day

Wed.

25th Dec.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Sun.

29th Dec.

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God

Wed.

1st Jan. 2014

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ*

Sun.

5th Jan.

The Baptism of Our Lord

Sun.

12th Jan.

The Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemas)

Sun.

2nd Feb.

Ash Wednesday **

Wed.

5th Mar.

Saint Patrick

Mon.

17th Mar.

Saint Joseph

Wed.

19th Mar.

The Annunciation of the Lord

Tue.

25th Mar.

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Sun.

13th Apr.

Maundy Thursday

Thu.

17th Apr.

Good Friday**

Fri.

18th Apr.

Holy Saturday

Sat.

19th Apr.

Easter Sunday

Sun.

20th Apr.

Saint George, Protector of England

Mon.

28th Apr.

The Ascension of Our Lord *

Sun.

1st Jun.

The Feast of Pentecost, Whit Sunday

Sun.

8th Jun.

The Most Holy Trinity

Sun.

15th Jun.

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ *

Sun.

22nd Jun.

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Fri.

27th Jun.

Saints Peter and Paul, apostles

Sun.

29th Jun.

The Transfiguration of Our Lord

Wed.

6th Aug.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Fri.

15th Aug.

All Saints

Sun.

2nd Nov.

First Sunday of Advent (Sunday Cycle: B)

Sun.

30th Nov.

The Immaculate Conception

Mon.

8th Dec.

Bold entries above denote Holydays of Obligation (and every Sunday also).

* In 2006, the Bishops' Conference of England and Wales transferred the

celebration of three Holy Days of Obligation which are Solemnities of the Lord to
Sundays: the Epiphany, the Ascension of the Lord and Corpus Christi.

** Days of Fasting and Abstinence.

MONTHLY MESSAGE
FROM OUR LADY
Since 1981 the Blessed Virgin Mary
has
been
appearing
in
Medjugorje, and giving messages to
the world. She tells us that God has
sent her to our world and, these
years she is spending with us are a
time of Grace granted by God. In her
own words she tells us, "I have come
to tell the world that God exists. He is
the fullness of life, and to enjoy this
fullness and peace, you must return
to God".
On the 25th of each month, Our
Lady appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give her message
to the world.
25 October “Dear children! Today I
call you to open yourselves to
prayer. Prayer works miracles in you
and through you. Therefore, little
children, in the simplicity of heart
seek of the Most High to give you the
strength to be God’s children and for
Satan not to shake you like the wind
shakes the branches. Little children,
decide for God anew and seek only
His will – and then you will find joy
and peace in Him. Thank you for
having responded to my call.”
25 November “Dear children! Today
I call all of you to prayer. Open the
doors of your heart profoundly to
prayer, little children, to pray with the
heart; and then the Most High will be
able to act upon your freedom and
conversion will begin. Your faith will
become firm so that you will be able
to say with all your heart: ‘My God,
my all.’ You will comprehend, little
children, that here on earth
everything is passing. Thank you for
having responded to my call.”
If you would like to read this
message each month you can find it
on the official Medjugorje website:
www.medjugorje.hr/en/

Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc - www.reverendfun.com
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FRIDAY FARE: SUGAR COOKIES AND
DONUTS WITH MULLED CIDER
Mulled cider makes a lovely alternative to mulled wine over the festive season and is
just as great for warming you up - try our tasty sugar cookies or quick and easy
donuts to accompany the cider. If you prefer something savoury, grilled tangy
cheddar cheese on toast with a spicy pickle works well too!

SUGAR COOKIES

3.

Roll out dough on a well floured surface to about
1cm (1/2 in) thick and cut to shape using biscuit
cutters.

4.

Fry in hot oil (at approximately 180oC) for 30
seconds, turn over and cook for a further 30
seconds until golden brown.

5.

Drain on kitchen paper until cool. Roll in sugar or
decorate with icing as desired.

Ingredients







225g butter,
softened
200g sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon
vanilla

Method
1.

Preheat oven to 190 C / Gas 5.

2.

In a large bowl, cream together the butter and
sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in egg and
vanilla. Gradually mix in the flour. Roll rounded
teaspoonfuls of dough into balls, and place onto
ungreased baking trays.

3.

MULLED CIDER
Ingredients





Bake 8 to 10 minutes in the preheated oven, or
until golden. Let stand on tray two minutes before
removing to cool on wire racks.

4.








Sprinkle with decorative coloured sugar for a
festive touch!
Makes approx. 4 dozen

Ingredients
500g (1 1/4 lb) plain flour
70g (2 1/2 oz) sugar

4 cloves
2 sticks cinnamon
2 fresh bay leaves
2 cardamom pods

Slice the clementines in half and stick a clove into
each half. Add the clementines to the pan.

3.

Break the cinnamon sticks in half. Add the
cinnamon, bay leaves and cardamom pods to the
saucepan.

4.

Heat the saucepan until the mixture is almost
boiling.

5.

Turn down the heat once the pan is near to
boiling.

6.

To serve, ladle the mulled cider into heatproof
glasses with handles.

260ml (9 fl oz) milk
vegetable oil for frying

Method

Beat egg and milk together. Make a well in flour
mixture, then and pour in the egg mixture. Mix
together to form a soft dough.

2 clementines

2.

1 egg

2.

1 1/2 ounces soft dark
brown sugar

Pour the cider, rum and herbal tea into a wide
saucepan. Add the sugar and place the saucepan
over a low heat.

1 teaspoon baking powder

Sieve flour and baking powder into a bowl and
rub in butter. Mix in the sugar.

9 fl oz apple & ginger tea, from a herbal
teabag

1.

70g (2 1/2 oz) butter

1.

2 fl oz dark rum

Method

EASY DONUTS









16 fl oz cider
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An International Congregation founded in
France by Fr. Jules Chevalier MSC in 1874

May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be
everywhere loved
LOVE LEADS US ON
Our love for the person of
Jesus and for all people,
leas us to pray and work for
hope, salvation , justice,
peace, healing and
reconciliation in our world,
through the transforming
love of Jesus.

Do something different in 2014!
Volunteer with Christian
CARE
We are looking for Befrienders, Shoppers
& Furniture Project Helpers
---------

Formation

We also urgently need your unwanted
furniture, fridges, etc.

Formation for life as a Daughter of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart is concerned with the whole person and
includes the human, spiritual, intellectual, pastoral,
community and mission dimensions of our life.
Prior to joining, we offer women an opportunity to
discern their vocation in an Accompaniment process.
You can contact us if you wish to search for God’s will
regarding your vocation, through this process.

---------

For more information visit

www.christiancaremerton.org.uk
----------

To enquire about helping or to donate
unwanted furniture items contact us on

020 3302 0181

For more information contact Sr. Catherine Mulcahy
48 Monkleigh Road Morden SM4 4EW

or 07932 628840

020 8542 5052
www.olshgen.org or www.cornovum.com

or email: christiancaremerton@gmail.com

J A M E S O’ N E I L L

QUALITY
BRICKLAYER

S O L I C IT O R
COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS

If you require any quality
bricklaying, please contact

Established in Morden for twenty four years
providing advice to his clients in Morden and
Sutton and conveniently located adjacent to
Morden Underground Station.

Michael Walsh

Dealing in:

who will arrange to visit the
location, provide you with an
estimate and let you know when the
work can be carried out.

CONVEYANCING,
POWERS OF ATTORNEY, WILLS
AND PROBATE
64 London Road, Morden, Surrey SM4 5BE
Telephone: 020 8648 1631
Fax: 020 8640 6530

Contact details:
Home: 020 8648 7744
Mobile: 07580315288

E-mail: james.solicitors@virgin.net
www.jamesoneillsolicitor.co.uk
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The school, in partnership with parents and with the parish of St John Fisher offers to each one of its
children, a Catholic education centred on Christ, which enables them to develop their talents in
accordance with Christian values and principles and which throughout all aspects of school life presents
Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.








Strong Catholic Ethos
Strong academic tradition and excellent examination results.
Nursery from 3 years
Boys and girls to 11 years

Extra – curricular provision
Extensive outdoor facilities

The school holds an Open Morning once each half term; please contact the school for the next available
date. To arrange a visit or request a prospectus please contact the school administrative officer at:
St John Fisher RC Primary School
Grand Drive
West Wimbledon
London SW20 9NA
Telephone: 020 8540 2637
Email : school@st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk
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Under 8 National Preparatory School Rugby Tournament 2013 Winners:
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
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7+ TASTER DAY

Friday 10th January 2014 - 9.30 to 11.30 am

OPEN DAY

Saturday 25th January - 10.00am to 12 noon

Come and visit us - you will be sure of a warm welcome
The Ursuline Preparatory School, 18 The Downs, Wimbledon, London SW20 8HR
Tel: 020 8947 0859

www.ursuline-prep.merton.sch.uk
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admissions@wups.co.uk

Term time only

Childcare for children aged 2 – 5 years
Various session times available
From 7.45 am to 4.30 pm
We provide wrap-a-round care for
Hatfield and St John Fisher Primary schools
Please ring for a visit on
020 3007 4460 (local)
0750 3213848 (mobile)

www.bowlanepre-school.co.uk
We are based in the Scout hut in Bow lane, Morden
which is next to Hatfield Primary School
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CAN YOU READ?

To advertise in
TALKABOUT

WOULD YOU READ FOR
THOSE UNABLE TO?

Please contact:
Are you willing to join the teams of news
readers and take your turn in recording the
local news tape that is recorded and posted
each Thursday?

Marina Bowyer
020 8542 1349
talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk

If you are willing either to read
or else to help technically please contact

Speak to Marina about what you would
like worded or illustrated in your advert.

MERTON
TALKING
NEWSPAPER

We aim to please!
Prices (per issue)

by phone

020 8544 0551
or by email

Quarter Page

£12.50

Half Page

£18.00

Full Page (inside)

£24.00

(back cover)

mertontalkingnewspaper@hotmail.com

St John Fisher Toddler Group
If you have a child ranging from birth to 4 years old,
St John Fisher hold a toddler group every Thursday in
the church hall from 9.30 to 11.30 am.
This is an extremely friendly and welcoming group and
a fantastic way to mix with other parishioners and their
children. There is a birth to crawler area, a ride along
area, quiet book corner, crafts activities, as well as role
play, dressing up, puzzles and other toys that rotate on
a weekly basis.
At 10:30am refreshments are supplied for the children
and the adults can grab a hot drink at any time during
the morning. Finally, the children have a music session
that commences as the toys are cleared away. The
music session is a chance for the children to dance and
then relax before going home.
The group is always on the look out for new volunteers.
Even if you do not have a child in the group, we can
always use an extra pair of hands either in the kitchen
or with setting up or breaking down equipment.
Should you have any queries, or would like to find out
more about the toddler group then please call. We look
forward to hearing from you or seeing you soon.

Jessica 0775 946 35846 or
Chantelle 07876 013689
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£30.00

D&M

ANNA MARIA
GAY

DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION

M.A.R.

REFLEXOLOGIST
Reduces Stress Related
Ailments & Toxins.
Improves Immune System
& Circulation.

Drives, Patios, Foundations,
Bases & Fences

Introductory Offer
£19.80 - 1 hour Treatment

All Garden Requirements

DEEP TISSUE BACK, NECK
& SHOULDER MASSAGE

For a free estimate

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
£11.25 - 30 mins. Treatment

and advice

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS

phone Jack on

8.30 A.M.—4.30 P.M.

HOME: 020 8395 3227

020 8540 3824

Telephone

MOBILE: 07944 835 069

WILLIAM SANSUM
PLUMBING

DRIVING LESSONS
******************
KEITH GAY

For professional attention to:






Slow filling WC cisterns
Noisy tank ball valves

ADI , IAM , PASS PLUS

FULLY QUALIFIED AA
FRANCHISEE DRIVING
INSTRUCTOR

Faulty taps
Interior and exterior sink and drain
blockages, usually below £50. (Do not agree
to unnecessary expensive water jetting)

BASED IN RAYNES PARK

Supply and installation of:




£25 per 1 hour lesson

Easy turn lever taps and mixers
Sure Stop mains water valves. Mains water
turned off at the flick of a switch.
(Equilibrium principle, no electricity involved)
£21.99 plus fitting charge

2 HOUR LESSONS RECOMMENDED

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
FOR BLOCK LESSONS

A family run service in the area
since 1963

( Min. 10 )
( BOOKED & PAID FOR IN ADVANCE )

020 8540 4824

Phone:-

1 Woodlands
Raynes Park SW20 9JF

07738 797 790

email:-keith.aa@btinternet.com
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THE RAYNES PARK
COACHWORKS
SPECIALISTS IN CRASH REPAIRS
Panel Beating
Cellulose Spraying
Welding and Cutting
Trimming

Glass Fibre Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
PROP. Mr. D. WOODS
Est. over 40 years
26 BUSHEY ROAD

TEL: 020 8542 3908

RAYNES PARK SW20 8LW

St John Fisher

Over 60s Club

HARRIER

Are you free on Thursdays 1–3 pm?

HEATING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

Do you and your friends like
playing Bridge?

INSTALLATION
&
MAINTENANCE

Are you good at words and like
playing Scrabble?
Or do you just want to relax, chat
and play Bingo?

BATHROOMS KITCHENS
CENTRAL HEATING

We offer all these activities,
together with tea, coffee, cakes
and sandwiches.

(020) 8542 9328 (020) 8544 9682
07976 952656 (Mobile)

So, why not come along to the
Church Hall – you will be sure of
a warm welcome.

Registration
No. 39334

36

WEEKEND MASS READERS’ ROTA
Saturday 6pm

Sunday 8am

11am

6.30pm

Tom Davis

Mark Eaden

DECEMBER
28/29

Paul Spooner

Yvonne Sharpe
JANUARY

4/5

Canute D’Aguiar

Anne Booth

Kathleen Bennett

Ann Vaz

11/12

Peter Gunn

Beryl Shannon

Carol Pringle

Julie Sheahan

18/19

Teresa Pollard

Liz Pearson

Christine Davis

Tracey Eaden

25/26

Michael Calnan

Barbara Desmier

Jovita Pereira

Serena Fernandes

FEBRUARY
1/2

Paul Spooner

Barbara Morgan

Mark Lobo

Sophie Poole

8/9

Thelma Lobo

Graham Bennett

Christine Davis

Mark Eaden

15/16

Canute D’Aguiar

Yvonne Sharpe

Kathleen Bennett

Ann Vaz

22/23

Peter Gunn

Anne Booth

Carol Pringle

Julie Sheahan

MARCH
1/2

Teresa Pollard

Beryl Shannon

Christine Davis

Tracey Eaden

8/9

Michael Calnan

Liz Pearson

Jovita Pereira

Serena Fernandes

15/16

Paul Spooner

Barbara Desmier

Mark Lobo

Sophie Poole

22/23

Thelma Lobo

Barbara Morgan

Kathleen Bennett

Mark Eaden

29/30

Canute D’Aguiar

Graham Bennett

Carol Pringle

Ann Vaz

Please arrange to swap with another Reader if you cannot read on the day allocated. Thank you.
If you would like to read at Sunday Mass, please speak to a member of the Clergy

ST JOHN FISHER
SCOUT TROOP & FLYING PENGUINS EXPLORER UNIT
The Scout Troop and Explorer Unit are open to
boys and girls:
Scouts meet on Wednesdays 7.30-9.30 pm (age 10½ - 14)
Explorers meet on Tuesdays 7.45-9.30 pm (age 14 - 18)
Anyone interested in joining should email Deborah on
dtjambo@yahoo.co.uk
If anyone over 18 would like to join the leadership team (either as a helper for a few hours
once in a while or as a leader) please let Deborah know, as we would welcome any help.
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EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION ROTA
FROM 24TH DECEMBER 2013 TO 30TH MARCH 2014
Date

6.00pm

8.00am

9.30am

11.00am

6.30pm

Deacon
Alan Currie, Bill D’Sa,
Evelyn Chiejina, Felicity Berry

NO
6.30pm
MASS

Vigil Mass

24-25
Dec

CHRISTMAS

Vigil Mass

Deacon
Aileen Douglas

DAY

Deacon
Della Deen

Deacon

28-29
Dec

Jose Geremia
Ann Powell

Kevin McCullagh

Deacon
Delia D’Aguiar

Deacon
Marina Benedict, John Golden
Carmala Rajasooriyer, Sarah Moriarty

Ann Vaz
Margaret Birch

4-5
Jan

Jean Gracias
Carol Luzado

David Cullen

Deacon
Francis de Lima

Deacon
Pam Woolrych, Rosaline Adenyin
Miriam Davis, Neville Desmier

Moyra Kean
Breda Conway

11-12
Jan

Deacon
Magdalen Spooner

Deacon

Deacon
Catherine Dooley

Deacon
Carol Pringle, Michael O’Brien
Bernadette Brydges, Malcolm Stevenage

Deacon
Peter Gunn

18-19
Jan

Tony Walsh
Jose Geremia

Della Deen

Deacon
Kathy Glynn

Deacon
Alan Currie, Bill D’Sa,
Evelyn Chiejina, Felicity Berry

Richard Croke
Ann Vaz

25-26
Jan

Deacon
Ann Powell

Deacon

Deacon
Aileen Douglas

Deacon
Marina Benedict, John Golden
Carmala Rajasooriyer, Sarah Moriarty

Deacon
Margaret Birch

1-2
Feb

Jean Gracias
Carol Luzado

Christine Norman

Deacon
Delia D’Aguiar

Deacon
Pam Woolrych, Rosaline Adenyin
Miriam Davis, Neville Desmier

Moyra Kean
Breda Conway

8-9
Feb

Deacon
Magdalen Spooner

Deacon

Deacon
Francis de Lima

Deacon
Carol Pringle, Michael O’Brien
Bernadette Brydges, Malcolm Stevenage

Deacon
Peter Gunn

15-16
Feb

Tony Walsh
Jose Geremia

Kevin McCullagh

Deacon
Catherine Dooley

Deacon
Alan Currie, Bill D’Sa,
Evelyn Chiejina, Felicity Berry

Richard Croke
Ann Vaz

22-23
Feb

Deacon
Ann Powell

Deacon

Deacon
Kathy Glynn

Deacon
Marina Benedict, John Golden
Carmala Rajasooriyer, Sarah Moriarty

Deacion
Margaret Birch

1-2
Mar

Jean Gracias
Carol Luzado

David Cullen

Deacon
Aileen Douglas

Deacon
Pam Woolrych, Rosaline Adenyin
Miriam Davis, Neville Desmier

Moyra Kean
Breda Conway

8-9
Mar

Deacon
Magdalen Spooner

Deacon

Deacon
Delia D’Aguiar

Deacon
Carol Pringle, Michael O’Brien
Bernadette Brydges, Malcolm Stevenage

Deacon
Peter Gunn

15-16
Mar

Tony Walsh
Jose Geremia

Della Deen

Deacon
Francis de Lima

Deacon
Alan Currie, Bill D’Sa,
Evelyn Chiejina, Felicity Berry

Richard Croke
Ann Vaz

22-23
Mar

Deacon
Ann Powell

Deacon

Deacon
Catherine Dooley

Deacon
Marina Benedict, John Golden
Carmala Rajasooriyer, Sarah Moriarty

Deacion
Margaret Birch

29-30
Mar

Jean Gracias
Carol Luzado

Christine Norman

Deacon
Kathy Glynn

Deacon
Pam Woolrych, Rosaline Adenyin
Miriam Davis, Malcolm Stevenage

Moyra Kean
Breda Conway

If you cannot fulfil your commitment as shown on the rota, please arrange for someone to cover for you.
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PARISH DETAILS
St John Fisher Parish

Parish Priest
Canon Colm Acton
Address:

Assistant Priest
Fr Ignatius Edet

Deacon
Fred Carter

Deacon
Tom Kavanagh

The Presbytery
207 Cannon Hill Lane
Merton Park
London SW20 9DB

Mass Times:
Weekdays:

9:00 am

First Fridays:

8:00 pm

Telephone:

020 8542 6355

Holydays:

6:00 pm (Vigil), 9:00 am & 7.30 pm

E-mail:

sjf.merton@gmail.com
talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk

Saturday:

9:00 am & 6:00 pm (Vigil)

Sunday:

8:00 am

Website:

9:30 am (Family Mass)

www.stjohnfishermerton.co.uk

11:00 am (Sung Mass)

Parish Business: 7.00 pm

Mondays

Baptism:

First Sunday of the
month by prior
arrangement

3:00 pm

Reconciliation:

6:30 pm
Repository:

Open after the 6.00pm Mass on
Saturdays and the 9.30am Mass on
Sundays. All occasion cards,
Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation items available.

Saturday 10:00 - 11:00 am
5:30 - 5:50 pm

ANGEL CROSSWORD - SOLUTION
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